
 

2023 WINTER GRATITUDE REPORT

GOT US 
THROUGH 2022

YOU



TOGETHER, we’ve accomplished so much thanks to you, 
this past year and especially this past holiday season. 
This past year has not been easy for anyone, but YOU helped us to: 

YOU KEPT US 
GOING

But with you by our side, we know HOPE is possible. 
With YOU by our side we can create more housing and help more women heal.

YOUR ongoing support makes all of this possible. But, we 
have more to do in 2023.

Over 1000 women become homeless in our city every year.

We received over 1,100 gift cards to support women in our programs.

We’re going to open a new supportive housing residence on Eccles 
Street for 46 women and gender-diverse people.

Serve over 172,00 meals last year, and recover costs from 
increased food prices.

Provide over 200 women and gender diverse people a permanent 
home in our four (soon to be five) supportive housing residences 
and provide emergency shelter to those in need. 

Recover from a fire at our Booth Residence by helping us raise 
essential funds and make the residents’ units into home again. 

Pave a pathway forward by helping Cornerstone develop our 
new Strategic Framework for 2022-2025. 

The opioid crisis continues to take too many lives. We’re 
reversing approximately one overdose every week.



A  MESSAGE FROM 
OUR E.D.

As we enter a new year, I reflect back on how we got 
here, and I am completely amazed by how incredible 
our community is. We could not have gotten through 
2022 without all of you. 

I am honoured to be a part of such a compassionate 
Cornerstone community that has been there to 
support vulnerable women and gender-diverse people for nearly four decades now. 

We have a lot to be thankful for, as we navigated another trying year. We moved back 
to our O’Connor shelter at the beginning of 2022. There was a sense of relief after our 
shelter had been on the move for nearly two years. We welcomed volunteers back into 
our programs, we brought back programming. There was laughter in the halls again, a 
real sense of community came back to life. There was a sense of relief and hope on the 
horizon.
We also finished the first year of our strategic framework and wow, did we accomplish a 
lot! 

However, that relief wavered throughout the year as we coped with numerous obstacles at 
once: 
• We had an increase in omicron COVID cases and staffing shortages
• We were confronted by an occupation right outside our doorstep 
• We, unfortunately, had a fire in one of our resident’s rooms at Booth Street, which  
 led to resident evacuation for more than 3 months
• Food insecurity was at an all-time high for our organization as we navigated the  
 rising food costs 

With YOU by our side, we know healing and hope are possible. We are so thankful. 

What I am most thankful for from this past year are the connections with new and 
familiar friends of Cornerstone. I look forward to reconnecting with you this year and 
focusing on healing and recovery for our community.

Our Cornerstone Community has not wavered - we have become stronger, more resilient, 
and more dedicated than ever – and for this, I would like to send my sincerest gratitude to 
each and every one of you. To our staff, and their families; to our donors; to our neighbours 
and community; to our community partners; and to our volunteers – THANK YOU! 

We look forward to seeing you all in the new year as we look towards opening our newest 
supportive housing residence and celebrating our 40th anniversary!

Sincerely, 
Sarah Davis, Executive Director



A Happy New Year to all our wonderful volunteers 
and community partners!

This past year, our volunteers 
were incredibly flexible, 
understanding, 
and willing to jump in 
whenever needed! 

We are grateful we were 
able to welcome volunteers 
back to our reception desk at 
Booth Street and we had
multiple groups ready to jump 
in to help with spring clean up, 
to help move resident belongings 
after the fire and to help serve and provide happiness 
and cheer for Christmas dinner.  

It’s exciting to see so many of our program volunteers 
back in person, chatting and laughing with our residents; 
the joy and connection can never be overstated! 

This holiday season saw our amazing team of staff and volunteers working countless 
hours, making sure every woman at Cornerstone received gifts and best wishes from our 
community. 

We would be remiss in not recognizing our dedicated Board of Directors, our Young 
Professional Advisory Board and our numerous volunteer committees busy all 
year helping to raise Cornerstone’s awareness in the community and support to our 
administrative teams. A big thank you to them for always showing up and being willing 
to help out wherever and whenever needed. 

We are so grateful to have such a compassionate and caring community. We are so 
grateful to all of you!

Here’s hoping 2023 will bring more opportunities for us to reconnect and support 
women and gender-diverse people in our housing residences. THANK YOU!

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT
A Message from Rosemary, 
Volunteer Coordinator



CORNERSTONE’S
YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD
In 2022, the Young Professionals Advisory Board (YPAB) had the privilege of supporting 
Cornerstone Housing for Women through volunteering, fundraising, and raising 
awareness. Its efforts remained limited by pandemic restrictions, but it was able to raise 
$3,880.00 to support the women of Cornerstone. The team participated in Coldest Night 
of the Year, raising money and awareness for Cornerstone. It also ran a Mother’s Day 
fundraiser in partnership with Richmond Nurseries in which beautiful flowers were 
delivered to recipients across Ottawa. As the year progressed and restrictions began to 
lift, the YPAB was able to hold its first in-person event in several years. Its Summer Mixer 
was a networking event to raise money and awareness for Cornerstone. 
-
In addition to fundraising, throughout the year YPAB members volunteered in support 
of Cornerstone, including supporting the Purple Tie Gala, calling donors to thank them, 
and representing Cornerstone at community events. In September, several new members 
joined the YPAB, bringing fresh perspectives and new ideas. 

The YPAB is excited for the opportunities 2023 will bring, and plans to continue with 
many of its traditional fundraisers while adding new ones. Members also look forward 
to being able to meet and volunteer in-person more often. 

https://cornerstonewomen.ca/get-involved/young-professional-advisory-board/


COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT

We could not have gone through 2022 without you! 

Our donors, our neighbours,
 our community are the 
cornerstone to helping 
women and gender-diverse 
people find hope, healing,
 and housing. 

We had so many
 incredible donors this 
past year we could not name 
just one. 

They say it takes a village, 
to achieve a goal,and we certainly 
saw our community come together 
in ways like never before. 

From virtual benefit concerts, to charity 
fairs in a park, to local business fundraisers and 
donation collection boxes, to donated food and 
urgently needed items, to sponsorships, social media 
campaigns, school drives, and many more. We thank you! 

We’d also like to sincerely thank our funders from this past year including: the 
D.H. Gordon Foundation; Adobe; the Knights of Columbus council 485; the Ottawa 
Community Foundation; United Way Eastern Ontario; and the City of Ottawa.

We are also very grateful for our generous anonymous donors as well as our 
monthly donors; your continued compassion gives Cornerstone the stability to 
plan and support women year-round. 

We are incredibly grateful for all of your dedication to provide affordable, 
supportive, and dignified housing to women in our city. 

From Amber Bramer, Director of Development 
and Communications





2022 EVENTS
SPOTLIGHT

Mega Charity Fair by Helping Hands Driven by Youth

Boutique Cornerstone Pop-Up Fundraiser

In August, Helping Hands Driven by Youth put together the first Mega Charity Fair in 
support of Cornerstone at Walter Baker Park. They raised an incredible $10,000 for our 
emergency shelter. We could not support women experiencing homelessness who might 
be fleeing violence without the support of initiatives like this one. We are so grateful for 
their passion, generosity, and skill of many young people that helped to put this event on!

After years of not being able to do anything in-person we were thrilled when Anna 
Rumin, Kathryn Faught, and Andrea Lauren hosted the Boutique Cornerstone Pop-
Up Fundraiser in support of Cornerstone’s emergency shelter. We can’t thank these 
incredible women enough, they once again raised $10,000 for our shelter. And a special 
thank you also goes to Merri Legris from Encore Fashions for her partnership and Sheila 
Whyte from Thyme and Again for offering her space for the event. THANK YOU!
Stay tuned for this year’s Pop-Up, you won’t want to miss this sale of incredible fashion!

Photo 
credit: 
Ashley 
Fraser, 
Post Media



2022 EVENTS
SPOTLIGHT

Take A Break: Virtual Benefit Concert by Dave Khalil

Light Up the Village - Westboro Village BIA

We are incredibly grateful for Dave Khalil’s (Ottawa’s Piano Man) support to raise funds 
for our Booth Street Residence that experienced a fire this summer. His virtual concert 
was a huge success raising more than $17,000 to help recover costs from the fire and get 
women back home. We could not have done this without your help and a special thank 
you to Sam Laprade for raising awareness about this horrible incident. Thank you! 

We’d like to send a BIG THANKS to Westboro Village BIA for choosing to support 
Cornerstone. We received hundreds of holiday gift bags for women across our four housing 
residences, emergency shelter, and outreach program. A big thank you for our incredible 
community who came to help give residents something extra to make the holiday season 
a little brighter for them. We are so grateful for all of you who helped us out! And a special 
thanks to Katherine Dines and the numerous businesses in the Village who did something 
special for Cornerstone (Barley Mow, Revelle Bride, Brachic, and more)!



,

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT

My world as I knew it stopped June 30 at 1:30 in the morning. I awoke from a deep sleep to a fire 
alarm going off. 

I wasn’t too concerned because we had false alarms all the time. Some ladies smoke in their rooms, 
others light candles which is exactly what happened on June 30th.

I left my room on the 4th floor and noticed water pouring out under the door of a room a couple 
doors down from me. I knew something was wrong. I grabbed my purse, phone, and wallet and 
exited down the stairs. All the ladies at Booth were outside, we were not sure what was going on 
exactly. 

We were outside for a couple of hours and then we were loaded up on an OC Transpo bus and we 
were taken to Princeton which is another Cornerstone residence. I was scared and I was a mess. 
I got a staff member to call my friend at about 5:30 in the morning. I woke him up. He came to 
Princeton, picked me up and took me back to his house where I was asleep for a while. 

The nerves were getting to me. At around 5 pm the staff member called and said we were able to 
return to Booth. My friend drove me home. I was scared to go in, I didn’t know what I was going to 
find. 

When I came up to the 4th floor I noticed all the water. My mats were soaked, my bathroom floor 
was wet, you could see where the water came under my door. My friend helped me get organized. 
He was really wonderful. But things were going to get worse. 

There was mold and we were all going to have to leave and Cornerstone staff did not know where 
we were going to go. There were so many questions and not enough answers… 

Our case manager approached me on July 30th and offered me a room at Maclaren where I could 
stay until we were allowed home. I would have privacy in my own room. I said okay and moved me 
Aug 2nd. MacLaren is a lot smaller than Booth and my room was going to be on the 3rd floor, there 
was no elevator. I have some mobility issues so the stairs were difficult. 

The rest of the ladies were divided between two other facilities, one being an arena. At the arena 
the ladies all slept in a big room and the Mission brought food everyday. I started to take Para 
Transpo to the arena a couple of days a week. I was lonely at Maclaren and I missed the Booth St 
community. 

Cornerstone staff did their best to make sure we were all safe. We ended up being out for almost 3 
months. We were allowed home Oct 21st. 

When I came back to my unit I was so overwhelmed because everything, absolutely everything 
was packed in boxes and garbage bags. I had about 10 boxes and 5-6 garbage bags to go through. My 
friend came by to help me unpack my boxes and put my unit back together. It took about 3 days to 
reorganize my unit. Now it is beautiful, more so than before. I was very excited to be home. 

We are very thankful to the community for donating to help us get back home. 

This can’t happen again though. I hope the ladies at Booth are vigilant. We can’t do this again. It is 
just not right. We have to stay on our toes. We all have the right to safe and affordable housing. 

A resident’s experience from Booth Street Fire
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REGISTER YOUR  TEAM TODAY AT 
www.cnoy.org/location/ottawawestboro

WE HOPE YOU’LL JOIN US IN-PERSON FOR OUR COVID-FRIENDLY COLDEST 
NIGHT OF THE YEAR CHARITY WALK FOR CORNERSTONE!

STAY TUNED FOR MORE EVENT INFORMATION TO SUPPORT CORNERSTONE:

OTTAWA GOGGINS RUN FUNDRAISER - MARCH 3-5TH 
TOGETHER, WE CAN GO FURTHER - INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY - MARCH 8TH  

BOUTIQUE POP-UP 2023 IN THE SPRING 2023
PURPLE TIE GALA IN THE FALL OF 2023

Please visit https://cornerstonewomen.ca/events/ to find out more information 
on all upcoming events in support of Cornerstone. 

2023 EVENTS
FEBRUARY 25TH: COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR

FEBRUARY 7TH: THE BASICS ON LEAVING A 
GIFT IN YOUR WILL

SIGN UP TODAY: 
https://cornerstonewomen.ca/event/legacy/

3
DO YOU HAVE A WILL? WANT TO LEARN MORE ON HOW YOU 

CAN LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY?

Join Us February 7th, 2023 10:00AM to 11:00AM

Virtual Event in partnership with Christ Church Bells Corners

Sponsored by:

http://www.cnoy.org/location/ottawawestboro
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/pages/2023-annual-ottawa-goggins-charity-challenge/
https://cornerstonewomen.ca/events/
https://cornerstonewomen.ca/event/legacy/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/how-to-leave-a-gift-in-your-will-tickets-515061903017


YOU MAKE THINGS HAPPEN 

In person or by mail:
Cornestone Housing for 

Women
Attn: Amber Bramer

314 Booth St., Ottawa, ON 
K1R7K2

Donate Online or by Phone: 
make a secure online or 

telephone donation 
www.cornerstonewomen.ca

613-254-6584, Ext. 514

Our Charitable Registration Number
83725-8854-RR0001

When you join our Cornerstone Community you are choosing hope and creating 
homes. Please  give hope to a woman today and give someone a home and stability 

tomorrow! 
Do you have social media? Make sure you 
stay connected with us and follow us: 

@cornerstonehousing @hopecornerstone

SEASONAL WISH 
LIST

With your support, we are able to provide seasonal and urgently needed items to 
women across our four supportive housing residences and our emergency shelter. 

Thank you! Your generosity makes women’s lives better!

Please note we do not accept ANY donations of clothing, large appliances or 
furniture, including beds. We also do not accept items for children.

Please Contact Our Resource 
Development Coordinator To 

Arrange A Drop-Off Time.  
Thank you!

314 Booth Street, Ottawa 
613-254-6584 EXT. 521

donate@cornerstonewomen.ca

Urgent  & Quality of Life Needs:
• New Kettles, Coffee 

Makers
• Mops and buckets
• Dustpans and 

brooms
• Travel sized body 

wash and shampoo

• Sheets (Single)
• New Pillows
• New Underwear
• Body Towels
• $10 gift cards to 

PC, Dollarama, 
Giant Tiger

Cornerstone has to raise just over $1 million this 
year to help us operate our emergency shelter, 
our outreach program and our four supportive 
housing residences. 

Any amount truly goes a long way. 

We greatly appreciate your compassion and 
support as we head into a new year. 

We are hopeful and optimistic for the year ahead.
With you by our side we know great things are 
possible! THANK YOU!


